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thank u, next foundation / campaign summary

On release night of her fifth album, the introspective Thank U, Next, Ariana Grande
will also launch her thank u, next foundation. Inspired by traumatic experiences
of the past two years, as well as the state of the world, the foundation will fund art
programs that help survivors of community violence heal. The foundation will
launch with a benefit concert in New York, where Ariana will be joined by friends in
music and politics who are similarly living with trauma from community violence.

Introduce the thank u, next foundation to America and bring awareness to its
mission of introducing art therapy into underserved community programs.
Engage younger audiences on social media and donor audiences via traditional
media placements in industry and national outlets.
Gain interest from education and mental wellness influencers/organizations for
potential partnerships with the foundation.
Raise money to fund the foundation's programs, resources, research, and staff. 
Solidify Ariana as a leader and voice in mental wellness advocacy.

entertainment/music industry:                                                                                   
 As a well-respected and ubiquitous celebrity, Ariana will draw significant
coverage from entertainment publications to the campaign. It is also expected
that other celebrities will engage with the campaign through endorsement,
donation, or both. The entertainment industry is additionally a target because of
the foundation's focus on the arts.               



thank u, next foundation / campaign summary
mental wellness organizations:                                                                                
 Best practices for good mental wellness are always in flux. This is especially true
regarding our understanding of youth and the effects of technology in their
lives. Accordingly, the expertise of those in the mental wellness field is vital to
the foundation having a real impact in the communities it seeks to help.
school executives & PTAs:                                                                                          
 Since much of the foundation's energy will be used on local programming in
underserved communities, it is important for local leaders to sit at the table.
School executives have a wealth of useful knowledge regarding the local
student culture. Foundation efforts are most effective if parents can engage
their children at home, so they should be invited into the conversation as well.   
gun reform groups:                                                                                                            
The foundation aims to be part of a change in the culture of violence
(particularly gun culture) in the US. While not an explicitly political group, the
foundation aligns itself with the goals of gun reform groups and seeks allyship. 
Generation Z:                                                                                                                     
 The groups listed above form part of the campaign's auxiliary or donor
audiences which help make the magic happen. The foundation's daily initiatives
target Gen Z (college students and teens): the main demographic that has
connected and engaged with Ariana's music. While open to all people, the
foundation places a heightened urgency on young women and LGBTQ people. 

Young people are the future of the world and they must be empowered.
In the digital age, young people are exposed to increasing amounts of traumatic
content and news. The arts offer a fun outlet for them to address their mental
well-being and engage with trauma in a health manner. 
The arts are an avenue for expression in communal settings which can foster
empathy and understanding between individuals - and make the world safer.
Parents and schools must seek active participation in the well-being of their
children and students. 
Social media is often divisive, but can be a place of community if common goals
are established and a culture of respect is cultivated.
Not enough resources exist for survivors of community violence (the
foundation's primary focus).

s t r a t e g i c  m e s s a g e s
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ARIANA GRANDE LAUNCHES 
THANK U, NEXT FOUNDATION 

To headline a star-studded benefit concert in New York
For Immediate Release
Sat, December 26, 2018

Contact: Jeffrey Guzman
jeffrey@sbprojects.com

NEW YORK, NY - Grammy-Award nominated and multi-platinum recording artist
Ariana Grande announced today the launch of her thank u, next foundation.
The foundation will use mental wellness research to support local arts initiatives
that aid survivors of community violence. A benefit concert at the Brooklyn
Academy of Music (BAM) at 9 p.m. on Thursday, January 17 will serve as the
foundation's launch. 

"The arts are how I cope with life and understand both myself and the world. In my
shows, especially the One Love Manchester concert, I have seen music have that
impact for others. People came together no matter who they are or what was
going on in their lives. Art's power to heal is that universal," said Ariana, referring
to the benefit concert that raised $23 million for victims of the Manchester Arena
attack in 2017.

Mental wellness professionals and gun control activists will join Ariana for the
benefit concert. The keynote addresses will be delivered by Mothers of the
Movement and Never Again MSD: two groups which have seen their lives
impacted by gun violence that are working towards political and social reform. 

"Young people are driving the future of this country and we are expressing that we
want a safer, more inclusive future. Art fosters expression and is vital to any
change. That is why this foundation is so important. It empowers us to express our
values and create our future," said David Hogg, a graduate of the Parkland School
District and one of Never Again MSD's founders. 

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-live-reviews/joy-conquers-fear-at-emotional-one-love-manchester-benefit-197452/


Never Again MSD organized March for Our Lives earlier this year with the help of
Scooter Braun, Ariana's talent manager, who will take over hosting duties for the
benefit. He promises a lively night with performances from special friends
including: Christina Aguilera, Donald Glover, Jennifer Hudson, Madonna, Miley
Cyrus, Nicki Minaj, Patti Labelle, Pharrell Williams, and Troye Sivan.

The night will cap off with a live interview and debut live performances off all tracks
from the Thank U, Next album for The Late Night Show with Jimmy Fallon at 11:35
p.m. Fallon will moderate directly from BAM's Howard Gilman Opera House. 

"We are excited about hosting this wonderful event, because we, as well as other
New York arts programs struggle with funding. But all proceeds from the benefit
and sales from Ms. Grande's album will help us and places like us that want to
make a change in young people's lives," said BAM President Kelly Clark. 

Tickets are available at www.thankunext.fondation. Follow the conversation
using #tunfoundation, #turnthepage and #arianagrandebenefit. 

thank u, next foundation / press release 

about thank u, next foundation: 
thank u, next foundation brings together art and mental wellness best practices to
help survivors of community violence cope, heal, and grow from their trauma. The
non-profit funds community-based art initiatives throughout the US and strives to
replace the culture of violence with a culture of love and community.

###



thank u, next foundation / event fact sheet
a b o u t

On Thursday, January 17, 2019, Ariana Grande will headline a star-studded
benefit concert to support the launch of her mental wellness non-profit, thank u,
next foundation. The benefit concert corresponds with the release of her fifth
album, Thank U, Next, whose revenue will be donated. The event will take place
from 9 p.m. to 12:45 a.m - with a one hour white carpet event taking place before.
Joining Ariana will be several allies from the entertainment and political industries.
Let us turn a new page in 2019 and make mental wellness and art accessible.

l o c a t i o n  

white carpet, 8 p.m.                                                                                                          
 Ariana, along with all guest performers, keynote speakers, and support staff
arrive at and walk down the event's white carpet in the beautiful foyer.
cocktails, 9 p.m.                                                                                                                 
 Guests of honor and top donors join the general admission audience of about
2,000 in the Howard Gilman Opera House. Pre-show cocktails are served.                                     
host, 9:30 p.m.                                                                                                                 
 Entertainment executive and Ariana's talent manager Scooter Braun
introduces performers and speakers throughout the night's events. 
speakers, 9:45 p.m.                                                                                                                      
Political activists Never Again MSD and Mothers of the Movement deliver the
night's powerful keynote addresses. 
performers, 10:30 p.m.                                                                                                               
Recording artists Christina Aguilera, Donald Glover, Jennifer Hudson, Madonna,
Miley Cyrus, Nicki Minaj, Patti Labelle, Pharrell Williams, and Troye Sivan join
Ariana in duets of her most meaningful and impactful hits.

Brooklyn Academy of Music
Peter Jay Sharp Building 

30 Lafayette Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11217

f e a t u r e s  



thank u, next foundation / event fact sheet

Visit https://www.bam.org/parking for information and how and where to find
parking near BAM.
Press registration is from 7:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. Please arrive early to
guarantee entrance.
Ariana, keynote speakers, and special performers will be available for
interviews from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. as they walk the event's white carpet in the
cafe area/foyer of the Peter Jay Sharp Building.
Press members who are not with Late Night or NBC cannot enter the Howard
Gillman Opera House for the main event at 9:30 p.m. and are asked to please
vacate the Peter Jay Sharp Building by then.
The entire, three-hour benefit will be available on the foundation site:
www.thankunext.foundation/launchgala
Networks seeking additional interviews with Ariana please see press contact
below for information.

p r e s s  r s v p :
please RSVP by contacting 

SB Projects Communication Manager 
Jeffrey Andres Guzman at 
jeffrey@sbprojects.com or 

(914) 609-8274

p r e s s  n o t e s  

q&a, 11:20 p.m.                                                                                                                                     
Late Night host Jimmy Fallon interviews Ariana live from the benefit for his 11:35
p.m. show on NBC. Select duets from earlier in the night premiere as well. 
album, 12 a.m.                                                                                                                              
At midnight the event transitions to a solo concert where Ariana performs all
tracks from the Thank U, Next album live for the first time. Backing her is a band
and choir of students from the Brooklyn Academy of Arts. Select performances
premiere live on Late Night.

https://www.facebook.com/arianagrande/
https://twitter.com/ArianaGrande
https://www.instagram.com/arianagrande/
http://www.arianagrande.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9CoOnJkIBMdeijd9qYoT_g
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thank u, next foundation / Ariana Grande
get well soon: 

art can save you and me
What do you do when you're out? Go to the club if you're over 21 and go to the
movie theatre - if you're over 21, because you probably grew up on Netflix
otherwise. You might see a comedy act, go to the bookstore or visit an art show.
When you stay in you can have your own party, read that book you bought, and
Netflix & Chill. Regardless of how you spend your leisure time there's a common
thread: art. Without art life would be pretty fucking boring. How would we live?

I have thought over how I want to live my life a lot in the last two years. My whole
life art has been my passion. But only recently have I truly learned what it means to
live art. I have always had anxiety, but I paid it no mind because I thought we were
all wired to operate at a heightened state.  However, my anxiety reached a peak
recently - augmented by post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). In layman's terms,
I'm super stressed - like all the time - because of past experiences that should not
really have any bearing on my life now, but do. The brain. It is cool and so scary.

According to the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, at least 40 million
other adults experience some form of anxiety. 16 million people over 18 have a
depressive disorder and 7 million have PTSD. Yet, no one is talking about it! Only 1
in 3 people will receive treatment for any of their disorders. Background,
particularly economic, can play a major factor in how people respond to their
disorder finds Unity Behavioral Health. In low income communities, rates for lack
of detection or treatment may be as high as 80%.

I am fortunate in that I can treat and manage my disorders. I go to therapy weekly
because seeing professionals is valuable. They are better suited at detecting early
signs and knowing what kind of steps put you on a good path. Beyond having the
money and time for therapy, my greatest fortune is being an artist. I'm always at
work, but it does not feel like work to me because I'm afforded a lot of me-time. 

While seeking therapy should be the long-term goal of anyone with a mental
illness, art is a great first step in the right direction. We unconsciously turn to art
everyday. Most people appreciate art, but never make it - so they think. But rooting
your interest for art in self-expression and self-exploration is super rewarding for
trauma healing.
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The American Art Therapy Association has for nearly 50 years spread the practice
of art therapy and opened up its doors so that it may become more common. The
association believes in art therapy's power to "improve cognitive and sensorimotor
functions, foster self-esteem and self-awareness, cultivate emotional resilience,
promote insight, enhance social skills, reduce and resolve conflicts and distress,
and advance societal and ecological change". The benefits of art therapy are
acknowledge at both personal and community levels. 

Practice and research show that art therapy is effective in helping veterans deal
with post-traumatic stress disorder associated with service. Much of the therapy is
often organized in a community setting, because debriefing on shared experiences
and triggers allows individuals to grow together. While not as much research has
been conducted on the benefits of art therapy in helping young people with
traumatic stress disorders, the National Children's Hospital supports art therapy as
a method in achieving mental wellness and balance. 

The lack of research may be attributable to a social myth that young people do not
encounter traumatic experiences or personal hardships as much as an older adult.
That is of course relative. If anything, mental wellness initiatives geared at young
people may be even more important. 50% of people with a mental illness begin
showing symptoms as early 14 - a critical age and period for development. If
positive mental wellness practices are reinforced during this time in a young
person's life they are more likely to grow up into healthy adults.  

As someone in on the Millennial and Gen Z cusp, I can attest to the many traumatic
experiences we are exposed to. In the immediacy of a 24-hour news cycle, we hear
bad and painful news daily. The highly technological time in which we live in is a
complicated one. Lots of evil and hate spreads on the Internet. Yet, people also
find many spaces in which they can be themselves and find community. That is the
most rewarding thing about my job: seeing how my fan base has become a family
with shared values of acceptance, diversity and inclusivity. And, of course, memes.

There are clearly many benefits to art therapy, but art programs are severely
underfunded, despite producing a $764 billion industry and 5 million jobs - not that
money should be a baseline, but in America we put price tags on each other, sadly.
Funding art therapy programs, and art programs in general, would help curb a
significant portion of productivity time lost to disability (26%) and in general lower
healthcare costs. Most importantly: improve people's lives and the world.
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On March 24, 2018, more than half a million people gathered on the National Mall
in Washington, DC for March for Our Lives. The demonstration was a check on the
culture of gun violence in the US and was led by Never Again MSD: a group of high
school students and survivors of the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting.
Angered and tired, yet determined to change the narrative of community violence
in US schools, Never Again MSD (often known simply as the Parkland Students)
quickly became an example to follow. Their activism is unmatched by those twice
their age and they are an example of how youth are the future. 

Founding members Jaclyn Corin, David Hogg, and Emma Gonzalez will give
opening remarks at 9:30 p.m.

Never Again MSD
of Parkland School District

https://www.facebook.com/NeverAgainMSD/
http://www.neveragain.com/gun-control/
https://twitter.com/neveragainmov?lang=en
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Mothers of the Movement
of Black Lives Matter 

Over five years ago, they came together because they lost their daughters and
sons to gun violence. The Mothers of the Movement spoke up and showed out for
a change in our culture. Sadly, their message still stands today and despite their
grief they continue making public appearances to demand that change. A change
that will ensure others' daughters and sons can walk in their own communities
freely and safely. Mothers, and parents in general, must take a page from their
notebook and play in active role in the well-being of their children and friends. 

Gwen Carr, mother of Eric Garner and newly elected Congresswoman Lucy
McBath (D-GA 6), mother of Jordan Davis, will give the second keynote address at
10 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/BlackLivesMatter/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/
https://twitter.com/blklivesmatter?lang=en
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(NEW YORK) - We are two weeks away from the convening of our new Congress on
January 3. In the next few months, the 535 representatives along with the Trump
administration will decide the US fiscal budget for 2020. In 2017 and earlier this
year, President Trump and several Congress Republicans put forth proposals to cut
$134 million in funding from the National Endowment of the Arts from the already
small $150 million budget - that is 0.0004% of the national budget. The rationale is
that private organizations and local governments should fund these programs.
Similar proposals are expected in upcoming negotiations. In preparation, Ariana
Grande, founder of thank u, next foundation issued the following statement:  

Some people are born mathematicians and scientists. I
am not one of them - like not even remotely close. I was
always destined for the stage. I put on shows in scary
masks and wigs when I was four. At eight I was starring
in my first musical. As a young girl, art was fun. As a
young woman, art is survival. In the past two years
especially, when I could not see the other side of things,
art and music got me through. I want other people to
experience that because it is such a beautiful feeling to
have. But the arts are consistently overlooked for math
and science. I don't know why. Without us, people would
have no music to listen to or film or TV to watch. The
world would be so boring and even more dark and
unequal than it is. Cutting arts funding is going to make
it difficult for communities and schools that are
underserved to connect their youth to their passions. It
is going to cut kids' wings and make art elite and
inaccessible. Congress needs to reprioritize and cut
military spending. The arts are hurting no one.

Tell your new representatives that
art is here to stay.

-
15 Dec 2018
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(NEW YORK) - Sandy Hook Promise, a gun control advocacy group, announced
yesterday that 2018 is the worst year for school gun violence ever. 94 shootings
and 55 related deaths have been recorded since January 1. There was a surge in
shootings of 118% from last year. In the second-worst year since tracking began in
1970, there were 59 shootings recorded. Sandy Hook Promise cited the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security at the US Naval Postgraduate School for the data.
In response to the data, Ariana Grander, founder of thank u, next foundation
issued the following statement:

The data Sandy Hook Promise shared only reinforces
how critically and desperately we need a change in our
culture. With every passing week there are two school
shootings in the United States. There is no time left to sit
on the issue. As a nation we are already late to
addressing the issue and not enough is being done.
Tweeting thoughts and prayers only buys us time until
the next incident. I know change seems like it takes a
long time, but that is because not enough people stand
up. After Manchester, I learned just how much of an
impact can be made in a single week. By working
together, we can make it so that there is no shooting
next week and next month and next year. Act now.

More school shootings in 2018
than any year in history.

-
11 Dec 2018

You can do a lot in five minutes too.

Guns kill. Humans create. Join us in our demand for stricter gun laws. Find a pre-drafted
demand letter at arianagrande.com/advocacy. Send this letter to your state and
national representatives. To find them and their contact information, enter your zipcode
into the search bar of the advocacy webpage.
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(NEW YORK) - The UK charity National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children shared today that anxiety and related drug addiction among teenagers
are seemingly on the rise. There was a 55% increase in the number of teens
phoning their hotline in 2018, a year which also saw the number of teens being
treated for sedative addiction rise. After story broke, Ariana Grande, founder of
thank u, next foundation issued the following statement:

Three months ago today I lost someone super special to
drug addiction. In my time with Malcolm I saw him try.
He really tried to overcome, but despite his best efforts
he struggled greatly and I pray he is in a more peaceful
place now. When I reflect on his journey, I think about
the millions of others who struggle, but who don't have
the resources or are having trouble making the time to
get help. There is a major gap in how many people need
help and how much our government is doing to help
them. What little is being done only a few can afford. So,
it is no wonder that we have stats like that. I know those
numbers are specific to the UK, where with research and
time I hope to expand the foundation, but I know in the
US the situation is similar. Just a few days ago I attended
a symposium across the river, in Jersey, and there we
"learned" what should already be obvious if you pay
attention: the addiction crisis in the US is about more
than just opioids. Young people are using all kinds of
drugs to escape their demons. I want to replace those
drugs with art.

Epidemic: Young people are
turning to sedatives for peace.

-
7 Dec 2018

Visit pittsburghfoundation.org to support The Mac Miller Circles Fund's mission to
engage inner-city youth in the arts and to maintain his great philanthropic legacy alive.



Press Release
https://www.bam.org/about
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/families-of-ariana-grande-
concert-attack-victims-to-receive-324000-204445/
Never Again MSD
http://www.neveragain.com/gun-control/
Mothers of the Movement 
https://www.elle.com/culture/career-politics/news/a38111/who-are-mothers-of-
the-movement-dnc/
Ariana Grande Opinion
https://adaa.org/about-adaa/press-room/facts-statistics
https://www.unityrehab.com/blog/mental-illness-undiagnosed-untreated/
https://arttherapy.org/about-art-therapy/
https://childrensnational.org/choose-childrens/deciding-on-care/support-for-
families/creative-and-therapeutic-arts/art-therapy
http://www.iccd.org/keyfacts.html#young
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/nea-neh-budget-1319993
Press Statement #1: Congress
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/nea-neh-budget-1319993
Press Statement #2: Shootings 
https://www.vox.com/2018/12/10/18134232/gun-violence-schools-mass-shootings
https://www.chds.us/ssdb/
Press Statement #3: Epidemic
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/07/health/anxiety-children-childline-xanax-gbr-scli-
intl/index.html
https://www.njherald.com/20181206/opioids-not-the-only-addiction-crisis-expert-
tells-symposium
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/dec/07/sharp-rise-in-number-of-
young-people-seeking-help-for-anxiety-childline
https://pittsburghfoundation.org/macmiller

Sources


